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Detail: Hoa Dung Clerget, Ornement (The Trung Sisters) (2025)

“Where Orientalism is about turning persons into things that can be possessed and dominated, Ornamentalism is about
a fantasy of turning things into persons through the conduit of racial meaning in order, paradoxically, to allow the human
to escape his or her own humanness.”

Anne Anlin Cheng, Ornamentalism (2019)

SLQS Gallery presents The Trung Sisters, a new solo
exhibition of Hoa Dung Clerget. Presented together as an
installation in the gallery, a new series of large triptychs of
perspex panels painted with nail art materials titled
‘Ornament (The Trung Sisters)’ is shown alongside
‘Amazing Nails’ a short musical documentary film. A live
performance is also being performed on the opening
night.

The Trung Sisters are founding heroines of Vietnamese
resistance in the 1st Century. As military leaders, they led
a major rebellion against the first Chinese domination
over Vietnam. They have become both political and
mythical symbols, representing courage, heritage and
resistance. Their stories, often told by the artist’s mother,
weave together personal memory, national history, and
diasporic transmission and become a guiding thread to
this exhibition.

Known for her series Chinoiserie, previously presented at
SLQS Gallery in the group exhibition Only Your Name
during London Gallery Weekend 2025, Clerget has
developed a new series of nail art paintings which departs
from the same concept and translates on a much larger
format. Ornament (The Trung Sisters) explores Anne Anlin
Cheng’s notion Ornamentalism, where ornamentation,
often perceived as decorative or superficial, contributes to
the racialisation of Asian women, while simultaneously
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opening a space to redefine and negotiate a new
subjectivity.

In the installation, the colour red present in the banquet
chairs, the curtain and the performance stage placed in
the gallery pay homage to the banquet hall, a place of
celebration and gathering amongst the Vietnamese
diaspora.

Amazing Nails is a 7-minute musical documentary set in
a Vietnamese nail salon in East London. It follows
Sophia, a nail technician who, at the end of her day,
dreams of becoming one of the Trung sisters. While
singing Hon Anh Gidn Em, a love song marked by the
Vietnam war, she reverses traditional roles: the woman
is no longer the one who waits, but the one who fights,
asserts her freedom, and claims her power. The film
transforms stereotypes of Asian femininity into a
creative force, offering a new, proud, and autonomous
vision.

The Trung Sisters becomes a contemporary narrative of
the construction of the identity of the women from the
Vietnamese diaspora. Through this new series of works,
the artist offers an alternative subjectivity, a counter-
narrative in which feminine power circulates through
gestures, voices, and images.
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Hoa Dung Clerget (b. France) lives and works in London.
Her sculptural and installation-based practice explores the
labour, aesthetics and social realities of immigrant
women, often through the lens of nail art subculture.
Drawing from Homi Bhabha’s concept of the ‘liminal’,
Clerget investigates how diasporic identities are shaped
in spaces of cultural negotiation and reinvention. Using
everyday materials such as gel nail polish, she creates
tactile works that blur the boundaries between art, beauty
and subculture.

Clerget holds an MA in Painting from the Royal College of
Art (2021) and a BA Hons in Fine Art from Central Saint
Martins (2019). She is the recipient of Jerwood Art New
Work Fund (2022) and Finalist of Circa x Dazed Class of
2021.

Recent exhibitions include the solo exhibition Durian
Revolution (Studio Chapple, 2023) and the group
exhibitions: Myths, Dreams and New Realities
(Saatchi/Bagri Foundation, 2025), Only Your Name (SLQS
Gallery, 2025), Fringe (Labs Gallery, Bologna, 2025),
Porous Abstraction (Alma Pearl, 2025), tuci séng
(Harlesden High Street, 2024), Beauty Tech Art Spa
(Cornershop, 2023) and Paradise (Harlesden High Street,
Lecce, 2022).

SLQS Gallery is a contemporary art gallery committed
to platforming women and queer artists across
generations. Founded by Sarah Le Quang Sang, SLQS
Gallery emerges at a pivotal cultural moment when the
need for unapologetic spaces for women and queer
voices has never been more urgent. Through a
considered and targeted programme, SLQS Gallery
aims to foster an inclusive and intentional ethos. The
gallery looks to disrupt outdated frameworks, such as
neatly defined industry classifications “emerging” and
“mid-career”, which often exclude artists balancing
caregiving responsibilities or working outside
conventional timelines.
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